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Only 12 state medical boards have taken action against physicians who have
spread false or misleading information about COVID-19, according to a new survey
from the Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB).

The FSMB reports that in its 2021 annual survey two-thirds of its 71 member
boards (which includes the United States, its territories, and Washington, DC)
reported an increase in complaints about doctors spreading false or misleading
information.

“The staggering number of state medical boards that have seen an increase in
COVID-19 disinformation complaints is a sign of how widespread the issue has
become,” said Humayun J. Chaudhry, DO, MACP, president and CEO of the FSMB,
in a statement.

The FSMB board of directors warned physicians in July that they risked
disciplinary action if they spread COVID-19 vaccine misinformation or
disinformation.

The organization said 15 state boards have now adopted similar statements.
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