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The special counsel investigating Russian interference in the 2016 election issued
an indictment of 12 Russian intelligence officers on Friday in the hacking of the
Democratic National Committee and the Clinton presidential campaign. The
indictment came only three days before President Trump was planning to meet
with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia in Helsinki, Finland.

The 29-page indictment is the most detailed accusation by the American
government to date of the Russian government’s interference in the 2016 election,
and it includes a litany of brazen Russian subterfuge operations meant to foment
chaos in the months before Election Day.

From phishing attacks to gain access to Democratic operatives, to money
laundering, to attempts to break into state elections boards, the indictment details
a vigorous and complex effort by Russia’s top military intelligence service to
sabotage the campaign of Mr. Trump’s Democratic rival, Hillary Clinton.
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