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Jean-Claude Louis’ phone rang around 4 a.m. on Wednesday, July 7, jolting him
awake in his home outside of Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

On the other line, a friend told him he heard Jovenel Moïse, the country’s
president, may have been assassinated. Louis scoured the news for more
information, and the official confirmation came about an hour later. “It was on all
the networks, the social networks, everybody interpreting it their own way”
recalled Louis, the coordinator of Panos Institute, a Haitian nonprofit that trains
journalists and youth on media literacy and identifying disinformation.

The attack plunged Haiti—which has no functioning parliament and has long been
riven by protests calling for Moïse’s resignation over corruption allegations—into a
deeper political abyss.
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