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Minority communities in Britain have long felt estranged from the government and
medical establishment, but their sense of alienation is suddenly proving more
costly than ever amid a coronavirus vaccination campaign that depends heavily on
trust.

With Britons enjoying one of the fastest vaccination rollouts in the world,
skepticism about jabs remains high in many of the very communities where
Covid-19 has taken the heaviest toll.

“The government’s response to the Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities
has been rather limited,” said Dr. Raja Amjid Riaz, 52, a surgeon who is also a
leader at the Central Mosque of Brent, an ethnically diverse borough of North
London. “Those people have not been catered for.”

As a result, communities like Brent offer fertile ground for the most outlandish of
vaccine rumors, from unfounded claims that they affect fertility to the outright
fabrication that the shots are being used to inject microchips.
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