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With the Senate’s impeachment trial starting oral arguments on Tuesday, Donald
Trump now faces the possibility of real consequences for his role in inciting the
Capitol siege of Jan. 6.

But the apparatus that fed him much of his power — the conservative news media
— is facing a test of its own. This might ultimately have a much bigger impact on
the future of American politics than anything that happens to Mr. Trump as an
individual.

In recent weeks, two voting-technology companies have each filed 10-figure
lawsuits against Mr. Trump’s lawyers and his allies in the media, claiming they
spread falsehoods that did tangible harm. This comes amid an already-raging
debate over whether to reform Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act,
which prevents online companies from being held liable for the views expressed on
their platforms.
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